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“MASON’S STEPS.”

10 THE EDITOR,"

8iy~Now thut the City Council las
made naw steps inthe above locality,
and as:many recent .zrrmﬂs do not Lum\'
1ho origin of-“the ateps,” a fow wards in
nxplumhon moay be useful,  “Mason's
Steps? were culled after Mr. ‘William
MMason, \\hmhnd n biacksmith’s 5hop al

back ¢l fhe <ite’now occupied llv M.
mr-xp Mec's chemist shop.  Mr. Mason
acrived . in ellinglon ,in 1842 in the
London. e catried ‘on his business
there for-sotne years, «and later on his
eom. Mr. Willinm Trederick’ Mason, rcon-
tinued the business, -and also that of an
itonmongers in premises .nb\mmq on
Lamblos-quay.

In those days, and for many yeats
afterwarde, *“Mason’s Steps” were “only
steps in name; there was nothing merd
thun a rough track through the manuka
scrub, which trach was used then, as the
«leps afe now, for a short dut from
Lambton-quay in We!lm lon-lerrace. Un
the omxmm eide of’ the lans was ‘&
draper’s shup erecled and hest by Mr.
Cos, and {hese premises were aftewards
veeupied by another family named
Mason_as a dyer's and millinery shop;
but this was a good many years after
W m‘ds, aud the lune and steps ook Mm
name “Mason’s Sieps” from Mr. Mason,
as_mnarrated alovi Mr. William Fred-
erick Mason (who in after years was an
inspector for the City' Council) and M.
John Astill, one of our oldest and re-
specied setilers, and who still resides in
Wellington, were biothers-in-law. They
married sisters of the late Me. William
Salmon.

1t .is_many, many years since T first
used “Maeon's Steps,” and my first re-
‘membrances of them was as a steep, slip
pory, and uneven track. The lnts
George Andsrson, when a_ city council
Jor. took greal pleasure in being the firs
mun to have the eleps laid down in con
crete, and often that respected old sot
tler used to ask his frmnds, with glow g
pride, “\Vlm{ o& bi lov them
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and as:;many recent arrivals do not know
1ho arigin of-“the ateps,’™ a few words in a
explanetion may be useful,  “Mason's
Steps? were culled after Mr. *Willi
Mason, who had a bi i
ike back cf {he «ite’now oecupied hy:
George Meo's chemist shop. Mr. Mason
aerived . in Wellinglon ,in 1842 in the
London. e catried ‘on his business
there_for- sotne yedrs, «and later on hi;
eon. Mr. Willlam Fredericls Mason, ‘con
tinued the business, -and also that of an
itonmonger~ in premises .abutting‘ on
Lambiop-quay. = ° 7 7" .
In those days, end for many years
afterwarde, *“Mason’s Steps” were “only
steps in name; there was nothing moro
thun a rough track through the manuka
scrub, which trach was used then, as the
«leps afe now, for a short dut from
Lambton-quay in Wellinglon-lerrace. Un
the opposite side of' the lans was ‘&
draper’s shop crecled and hest by Mr.
Cos, and {hese premises were aftewards
veeupied by another family named
Mason_as a dyer’s and millinery shop;
but this was a good many years aftar
wards, and the lare and steps {ook the
name “Mason’s Steps’” from My, Mason,
as_mnarrated alovi Mr. William Fred-
erick Mason (who in after years was an
inspector for the City Council) and My,
John Astill, one of our oldest and ra
specied setilers, and who still resides in
Wellinglon, were biothersin-law, They
married sisters of the late Mr. William
Salmon.
. 1t is_many,
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many years since T firsi
used “Maeon's Steps,” and my first ve-
‘membzances of them was as a steep, slip
pory, and uneven track. The late My
George Audsreon, when a_city ecouncil
Jor, tock greal pleasure in being the fi
mun to have the eleps laid down in con
crete, and often that respected old set
tler used to ask his {riends, with glowing
pride, “Whal d» you' think of them
steps?”  Many of the old settlers who
used the.steps have now d  the
bar.” Peaco be to their ashes.—1 am,

te.,
e EARLY MEMORIES.
Veilington, 22nd January, 1913
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